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HAZEL GREEN, WOLFE COUNTY, KENTUCKY, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 95, 1806,
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\ UNDEVELOPED RSESOURCES.
L From the Conrler-Journal.]
Mazer GRiexx, Ky, Nov. 20.—(Special.)
: Juekson s one of those favored places the
S visltor doesn’t want to leave. Not so much, '
.'wlmps, by reason of its extreme sttraot-
iveness, however attractive it may be, but
smilior owing to the solemn fact that he has
- 1o get up before daylight to cat h the only
* departing train for the day. Still I managed
Samehow to do it, and in the grimy grew-
B eomeness of the dull gray dawn I told Maj. |
! !.Ilﬂm Patrick good-by, and smiled a “howdy-
" . o1 on Conductor Shelby as though ]|
Bliked that sort of thing. }
' “Then we slipped away to Torrent, where |
1was to make some kind of a connection
B with the Buckboard and Equine Air Live |
B for Hazel Green and its famous fair, There
] found Dr, Phip Winn, who had gathered
b tagether one of Taylor Day's wagnificent
“Ambian steeds, pure bred and born tired,
| snd & classic buckboard, and off we hied
Sor Haxe! Green, 20 miles away and all day
~ tomake it in.
But first let me say something about this
| pomantic L. and E. station of Torrent. It
B aitaatsd at the head of the grest Nataral
B Bridge canyom and thore 1 no road out of
. itaave the railroad and a fire escape up the
" side of the eliff. This fire escape in wide
ssough for lumber wagons sod teams and
B aleo for buckboards, and ss the stranger to
L that sort of driving creeps upward to the
B sky with bis horse’s hoofs digging holes
| ia the reeks to hold by, he inadvertently
(a0 seme other way) thinks of the Cordille.
1 l“’ wonders how one of those South
F 4 mountasin mules would serve to
B ol & Buekbosrd up this Torreat bill in
8 wiplar, when the weother has got its work
: that inclige, ['ll bet the mule wouldn't
ke it proforring to_baok up sgainst the
snd just kiok ita Way right through the
reck. Al ghout Torrent, and haaging
over it, are the rugged olifiv hod the
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,? ' of the asayen, sad so ngrrow iail
s 418 winter there sre only sbout four kourr
| i to the day. There is ne town there
#ve lumber piles, & ot stares, & hotel
ads blasksmith shop, the station and

088 0r two small houses, but when the new L.
#d E. hotel is completed st Nataral
% e sad there is & wooden tramway
Bong the oliff connecting both ends of the
Sron for the pleasure of visitors, Torrant
M aprout up and poiat with pride to her
ot torrestinn waterfall in the guich back
e hotel, and in winter fime sbe will
W 85 loe cave with erystal stalactites and

5

et she was ever made for, That's the
Aiad of & summer and winter resort this
Wayon will be one of these days.
* Ghlnlng the top of the Torrent hill uader
e skiliful driving of Dr. Winn, who earn-
Sy inquired if my life was insured before
W8 slarted, we followed the ridge throngh »
 BMe of flaming torches of blazing gum
ey (set on fire by the trost, you know),
g far down into the valleys where
e o and gold ran riot in the Octo-
Sunshine over a million trees. Or some-
g ke (hat, It was very pretty, I am
% But the ronds. Wow! Dry asa chip
i in prime ocondition to be worked be-
W8 the wiater strikes them and makes
"o lmpsssible mudholes and seething
¢ But not & haod is raised any-
to do & lick; not a sign of anything

0 give the people a passagewsy, and
IMraagor v forosd Lo tine conclusion that
% who use them as a regular thing don’t

I--~T|hfi~1|-u] in 1861, at the same time the

| put up.

that will make Niagars wonder | -

the county judge is more to blame than any-
body else for not making the people work
the roads, if they won't do it without com-
pulsion, The grades are all good, and a lit-
tle care would eut the time to Hazel Green
from the railroad just about half. Four
miles an hour 1s the average time now in »
buckboard, and any great excess of that
would rack the immortal sonl out of buck-
board, driver and horue.

Oune starting place on the road, about half
way to Campton, is High Falls, & precipice
at the head of & hollow, where the man in
his buckbdard van lopk down into the top
of trees 60 or 70 feet'high, and where, if a
horse shied and went over, vh‘"‘h he would
o on the first jump, he would go a0 far into
the bowels of the earth that nothing short of
GabrieVs trumphet would ever raise him
oul again. 20 feet- of ralling would make
the place secure, but as nobody has yet
gol
ar

¢ over no necessity appears to exist for
:Ii“ll:

We reached Campton, ten miles, about 1
o'clock. county seat of
Wolfe courty, and has n population of 400,
The

Campion is the

veounty hasn |-..|-“1nti||n HIITIi"HI'ﬂ[H] Wi

set me down ns & prevariestor of the deepest
dye. And it wasn’t spread o= a bill of fare
to tempt one's syntax, either, but net right
on the table where one conld reach it with
both hands, This reminds me that the
mountain hotel keeper never stinta his
guesta in the quantity of adibles he reta be.
fore them. Itis nearly always good, too,
though rather primitive In the minner of
service. Bometimes it is bad, and when it

is—Good Lord deliver us.,
The next day we did the fair, and | am

here to say the Columbian exposition isn’t
in it with the Haszél Green fair. They eut
off the floral hall exhibitidn th's year and
made it mostly “hoss race,” which shounld
not ooeur agrin, for the women folks like to
be represented mnd ought to be, but the
people were there, and the people are most
interesting than anything else to the outside
visitor, Straight away, natural people are
g0 searee nowndavs that when the artifieinl |
creature from the world outside gets inl
among a thovsand or so Hpzel-Green huli-}
day folks it makes him feel s if the nc—rhl,l
were yet human and worth liviog in.  They

eome down out of the menntains in their |

town wnas
Senator Nathaniel Wolfe, of Louisville, aud
the town was ealled Campton from the fact

that it was loeated on Swift’s “Illllll creek.

It received its name from State |
[ anybody,

best bibs and tuckers, two on a horse, or by |

|
the wagon full, and they have more fun than

Fvervbody is as good as every- |
body else, and the class distinetion and the |
soeial prestige are unknown, All yen are |

This Swift is the
the
today in several hundred different localities
ion of Keutuecky, but
I a 16 to 1
that it will never be found. The creek lost

game man who I OF WNaSs,
:l‘['rll'l".‘ owner of a gilver mine loecated
in the mountanin reg
not yvet diseovered. n be '['“‘t;_\-
the "l'.\llllj" portion of its nume and ig now
Nwifl's
Lo
I'be first noticeable characteristie of Camp.

creek. and a*ton" was brought in

complete the nmme of the county seat.

ton is the number and extent of ite brick
There are 7
120 feel

bulidings.

house, long, eosting
used as a hotel, apnother, the largest resi-
belonging to W, L.

dance in the eounty,

Hurst

courthouse,

and costing £5,000;

another }Ll'li-f, u
ajail and a few smaller ones.
The bricks are all native, made on the spot,
for it would cost about 3100 a brick to haul
them nny distance over these ronds,

The first courthouse of brick was bailt in

1869 at a cost of £11,000, and was burned in
1886. In 1888 anew one, costing $7,000, was
it has a tower, but no cloeck. I'm
beginuing to think a town clock in the
mountains would-be a sign of progress, and
hereby apologize to the entire town clock
family for anything I may have said derog-
atory.
The jail cost $5,100, and isn’t much of a
jail, for looks, st that price. There have
been 2 legal hangings at Csmpton, 1885.
7, the first men to be hanged in the moun.
tains, There is 1 frame church in a good
state of repair, owned by the Southern
Methodists and used by all denominations
on off Sundays. The Congregationalists
flourish in this section, a sect not common
in Kentucky, and they have a pastor and »
chureh in the county. There are 38 stores in
town and a grist, saw and carding mill,
those latter under 1 capacious roof. A
good business is done in the town, and
there is a lot of money sround, if you can
get your hands on it.

The school house is of frame, costing $750,

Beattyville, and the generous sum’ allowed
y the grand old commonwealth for teseh-
‘f-’. the children o $480 for 3 wiontHs. m
people, though, sre better than thair sts
and they make up a pot for the rest of th.o

5 months, And this s the place to hootay
for the good people of Campton sad hold
the state, incomparable
legislators,

Ouoe more we whipped yp snd want jog-
*.Iu merrily along te Hasel Green, snd ot
last st & turn in the road the little city burst
upon our waiting vision sad Dr. Wian burst
inte postry:

“Oh, listle city of the plain,

¥nsconeed the hills between,
Kentuoky would be quite in vain,

Had she no Hasel Green.”

s

including odr

teams snd 40,000 people, more or less, all

vided and sold off in town lots,

supper ball
tavern, I was

now sorghum

styles of preserves and 8 kinds of pie. Well

3 ,

l - LL -

’ 4 ‘ E what & decent road is or wouldu't
. 10 drive over one If they had 1t. And
B .

Rdu make il soare ¢ hury

£10.000, now |

snd quite palatisl compared with thet of

time snd hire the teacher for the rempfaing

them up se on exemple to the satherities of

It was 4 o’cloek, only 6 hours to drive 20
miles, when we drove into town and it was
» rusk of horses and wagons snd mules and

starting home from the fair at once. And
there was dust enough to have been subdi.

We had missed our supper and when the
rang over at Aunt Lou Day's
feeling s little hollow-chested,
but not for long. Snch au epicurean layout
I mever did see—hot biscuits and heney,
fried chicken and corn cakes, stewed chiok-
en and oream gravy, with vold light bread,
beefsteak and cold roast, mutton and fried .
pork, hot coffee and tes, sweet milk, sour
milk and water, corn bread sud hot rolls,
and old molusses, fresh butter,
fried eggs, jelly cake snd pound onke, 47

it that hollow-chested feellng
then

[ born free and equal in Wolfe county, and

! the Hazel Green Fair shows it. |

The fair was first held in 1890, apd de.

| slared a dividend of 24 per cent, This con- |
||iu-.m! going up, some years as high as 40

per cent., until last year, when it dropped |

| 10 per cent. and seared the stonkholders so

| that thev came near not having it this year.

| They braced up, however, and will eame
Now if those Hazel Green |
fair fall through, mav |

[ out about even.
]-t'l-'llIl' let their

inall one a business [ all the gods jump on them at once. There’s | walking & mile or two to the polls up to the

a half mile track, n big grand stand, a floral |
:imH and a fountain of water piped down
{ from the hill by Taylor Day, and to let it |
{ lie idle
with itisa downright shame—that is if they
conclude to Jet it lie idle.
Hazel Green is one of the oldest towns in
the mountains,
William Trimble, who settled in this valley
in 1814, giviog a squirrel rifle, so it is saids
for 500 scres of land, ineluding the site of
the town. He farmed awhile, then started
a little store und laid off around it some
streets. The Rev. Joseph Nickell, who had
lived in Hazel Green, Ala,, happened along
about this time and gave the pawe of his
Alabama town to the new town in Keo-
tucky, and that nsme has staid with »t. It
a pretty one, too, and the Rev. Joseph Nick*
oll was o fine preacher. The town has a
population of 350 and is situated on three
streets, chiefly Main, State aod Academy.
These latter two go by the name of “Back
Streets,’, the residents of each referring to
the other ss “Back Street” people. This
grew out of the opposition of the State-
strest people 10 the opening of the pew
street, snd so they went to “back slam-
ming” esch other, 5o to speak.
The towa government is vested in the
hands of & police judge and a town marshsl,
snd they are uot kept very buay as arule,
Thare ate three churches, Methodist, Pres.
byterian and Christian, costing from $1,500
to §2,600 each, with ne regular pastor.
Eduecationslly, Hazel Green is on top, and
aot becsuse the grand old commonwealth
See done anything in that line either, for se
wenal it Basd't. fo ¥ tiekety
house in a fine lot deasted b,'!h:.‘b;i‘u
of thy toww fur schesl purpsecs, snd I sup-
*’.'_ !’i&nwﬁ*“«mﬂ.w
in 75 years, but what is-there &s sa . educs
tor is the Hasel Green Academy, originally
started by Taylor Day, W. O. Mize and @G
B. Swaago, sod now in the haads of the
Naticns! Wemen's Christiss Board of Mis,
sious, to whom the founders gave it, after
spending $3,000 o $4,000 on the buildings
snd grouads. It is in charge of Prof. W. H.
Cord and two assistacts and has 153 ste.
deuts, with more in the winter: There Is &
Sne scademic building and dormitory, cost-
lnhlﬂ.hﬁ“m.ﬂdhlbluﬁh‘
ia Hasel Green, sot oven cxeepting tbe
ehurchea. I might eritictes the big tin-look -
ing letters on the boys' caps and suggest
smaller sod neater ones, but I won’t say
even that much against so excellont an in-
stitation, dolag so much valeable service
where such servide is needed most. There
ought to be 500 scholars there instead of
153, snd they can bear letters on their caps
as big as saucers, #0 long as it Is & sign they
are educnting themselves and getting out of
the old ruts.

when they can have go much fun

having been founded by

»
"

Hazel Green is situsted on the North-fork
of the Red river, whieh is more fork than
river, If water is what counts In rivers, and
it is & good business point, with five geveral
stores snd two milliner stores, n big saw and
griss mill, and Taylor Day building snother
where flour will be wade by the

' | in town, all black except 4. Mall comes ln

[ who died last year, aged 103 years, who

| beat a dog trailing any animal in the wonds

pohodt’

s
cess and which will mum-@t; ¥
bood of $10,000. There are 54 Bopublicans |

mails a day, and it is 36 hours from a daily
newspaper, ¢ condition of alfairs not com-
mon in this great and glorions country of
ours within 600 miles of Washington, But
that doesn’t make muoch difference, for has
not the town that remarkable newspaper
and journalistie wonder, Spencer Cooper'sa
famous Hazel Grrrx HERALD, which was
the one newspaper which Max O'Rell found
to meet his judgment as one of nature’s
own. For myself, 1 don't see how “Brer”
Cooper has kept that paper going for 10
years, but he has and he ownas a command-
ing site for it, a 10-acre lot for it to spread
in and a residence next door on the bluff
overlooking the town, THE HERRALD is the
only newspaper in theeounty, and some of
its cogent and corruscating uttersnces have
gone around the world, It has a eirenls.
tion of 750 and it made its first appesrance
o1 the duy that Grover Clevelnad was first
innugurated. And “Brer” Cooper was aft’
erward postmaster, ;
. Hazel Green appears to have gone to ora-
tory, for here live J. H. Swango, who has
taken wnearly ull the oratorical prizes in
Kentucky and carried oft the big one at the
World's Fair; Henry Godsey and Jos. Tanl-
bee and other fumous prize winners, Jim-
mi¢ Swango also writes poetry, T know for
I have tacklaed some of it, bat bhe will out-
grow this as he grows older.

Hazel" Green has some distinguished peo-
G. B
Bwungo, eight vears a jundge and now reuis,
ter of the land office; W. O, Mize, ex-state

ple in her midst, past and present,

senntor and enrolling elerk of the senate;
Charles BDuchanan, the deat mote shoemnker,
who had charge of the exhibit at Chicago,
awarded for superior skill ; Bilas Rateliff,

voted first for Madison and for every Demo-
cratic  president sinece that date, always

time of his lnst vote ; John Spaniard Nickell
who owns a rille that has killed 500 deer,
400 of them by his own hand, and whe can

Uncle Milt Gibbs, aged seveuty, a widower
5 times and Jooking around again; Dave
lose, the wild rider of Wolfe and a lot more
I failed to see.

There are no saloons in town, but saddle,
bags are plenty and the loss is uét keenly
felt. In the apple brandy season, when the
stranger sees o pair of saddle-bags he knows
that relief is near, and he doesn’t have to
look farto ses a pair, either. Springs of
mineral water abound, and famous fu this
section 18 the Swango spring, now leased by
Col. Itye, of Mason county. This water,
which, as far as [ can learn, has never been
noalyzed, is very peculiar in its effects and
is & gure cure for dyspepsisa and half the
other ills flesh is heir to. It will straighten
out & man ready to have the jim jams and
put him on his feet quicker tban the Keely
cure. It turns everything so blsck that 1
believe it will cure gray hair. Sclphate of
fron (copperas) is in it strong, and there are
magnesia, aalts and a variety of other things
useful in therspeuties, Whatever there is
Swango will make a man est his bead off
if he lan't careful. The spring oely yields
about 30 or 40 gaiions & dmy sad ihe wever
loses its virtue by shipping it any distsace.

s

Hazel Green wants & rallroad, sud wants
it bad. Coal is abundant, sad 11 miles
away what is suid to be the most extensive

coal deposit in the world ia swaiting

ruil to carry it to markst. There

ought to by & rallregd, st §t myst come
from the outside, for there im

I‘:u.h in thess counties to develop their

roak fioleq. - Tha ropdhjabonad to get the
i o A e e
vory minute.

There were soldiers in Hasel Green in
war times, as it was & srose-roads for both
srmies. Joha Morgsa came in, ead I wee
told of ene man whe was willing to tesiify
that he had given Gen. Gurfield & drink on
one ovossion, and it wsen’s water, either,

don’t know which one it wea.
There are four dootors in town, and one
of them told me his practice extended over
five counties. Think of geiting up in the
middle of the night, you city dostors, and
ridicg over impassable roads inte the third
county, and then, like a4 not, get 8 dollar
for it. :

Two men were lynohed here to
in froot of Tis HERALD office,
wen killed their men here later and were
swung for it at Campton by due prooess of
law., H, F. Pierntt is postmaster, aud he
gets $500 & your cat of ik,

There are several nice resldences in town
and & big frame Masonie ball on (he hill,
opera-house and but

s tree now

indefatigabl
Taylor Day is never still & minute, and
goes with a steam-englne vigor that m
everythiog hustle. The Husel Green store
sometimes carries as much as $40,000 worth

Another man ssid it was Gen. Nelson. 1|rveports

Two other

R o

ness of $100,000. They are all firstclass
business men, and never hesitate to spend
money whin good will come or it, either in
private or public. They are known through*
out the entire section, and their word Is as
good s their bond any time and anywhere.
It is & remarkable combination, aud another
like it I have not vet discovered.

»
L

I.saw a whole bevy of pretty girls at the
fair, severnl bevies for that matter, with
pink cheeks and soft eyes nud plensing fig-
ures, well.elothed, and I quite wentinto
ruptures over them aud grew poetie A cus-
tom I noticed was a desire on the part of
the youth of the neighborhood to shoot
their guns on the streets at mght in & man-
ner so reckless that we had to put our lights
out so that they might not casually put the
light out for ws with a 45-ealibre bullet.
Those vouths have a way of shooting at the
stnrs and sometimes a light in a window
piight be iuistaken for a star. It isnt as
bad, though, as it used to be. Judge Hed.
wine, of Breathitt, having taken the matter
in hand lost year und sent several of the
shooters to the jail in Campton, where they
are still undergoing reform. The judge is
popular and there ought to bo more like
him.

Hazel Green is o Kentgeky town with
Louisvilie papers as its stand-by, the Cons
rier-Journal baving the wmost readers, No
magazines are taken except by the seademy
The academy library supplies most of the
reading matter for the town’s folk,

Green Trimble, of Mt Sterling, lived in
Hazel Green for fifty-three years, his father
being the tounder of the town, and he “kin-
der hankers” to get baek to the old place.
He was arrested by the Union forces 13 times
during the war and he doesn’t get a ponsion.

A peeuliar custom, which is not as pre-
valent as it used to be ia the carrying of &
gun in a pair of saddle bags, Eyery man
who comes in from the country briags his
saddlo bags, and then as he strolls carelossly
about town he carries them over bis sheul
der. Nowadays there is nothing in them
more dangerous than s quart of npple brae-
dy, but the revolver used to be there, sad
the man sieadied them across his shovlder
with his haad la the pocket gripped on his
gun ready for business, Oae of the ser
prising features of this mountain gua-csrry-
ing practice is that with so mavy gwns osr-
ried so comparstively fow peeple we shot.
1 have been talking in these lettorw of the
“mounialn ceuatry.” [ heve dome se ia
deferonce to common usage rather than in
defeieace 10 the fucts, for nome of this ccun-
try is mountainous. Besttyrills, forinstance,
is 715 feot adove the sea, Jackson, 780,
snd the highest poiat on this part of the L.

Grase plateau.

Is

ks @ eorabie Slduct of thetd ssmmion s
ond the cares I might say, if 1
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